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Welcome from the South
Swindon Parish Team!

Welcome to the first edition of South
Swindon Parish Council’s Spotlight.

We're excited to be able to bring you
a wealth of community updates and
information right to your doorstep.
In each edition, you can expect
updates on projects and work the
council does in and around the
community. Looking ahead, we're
really excited to be able to bring

you this year's Summer at the Bowl
calendar and FREE music concerts
schedule for 2025. There are a lot of
fun events to get involved in and we
hope to see as many of you there as
possible.

If you have any enquiries or require
any information about the parish
council magazine, please contact:

communications@southswindon-pc.gov.uk



CHAIR’S

Dear Parishioner,

| hope this newsletter
finds you in good health
and you are enjoying the
Spring sunshine. This is the
first edition of the South
Swindon Parish Spotlight,
which will be delivered 4
times each year, ensuring
that everyone in our
community stays informed
about the parish council’s
services, projects, and
events.

In recent months,

we've made significant
progress on several fronts.
The Buckhurst Field
Improvement Programme
has progressed massively,
with the Skatepark
redevelopment and
Shrewsbury Road Sports
Pavilion redevelopment
likely to be completed by
the time this newsletter is
being read. The Swindon

REPORT

Robins Junior Football
Club and Swindon Spitfires
Women and Girls Team
have been playing their
home matches on the field
since September 2024,
and I'm so excited to see
this project culminate with
a permanent base for two
of Swindon’s community-
minded football clubs.

| am delighted to see

the new Eastcott Youth
Club get off to a flying
start, with over 20 young
people signed up to

the regular sessions at
Eastcott Community
Centre. The parish council
has recognised the
importance of youth clubs
and proactive outreach
for young people and are
looking to expand the
provision of our youth
service over the coming
year.
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We have an exciting
line-up of events at the
Town Gardens Bowl this
Summer, with open-

air concerts, theatrical
performances, and family-
friendly events set against
the stunning backdrop

of our historic gardens.
Throughout April, the
Blossom Festival took over
South Swindon, with many
exciting events taking
place in our parks and
open spaces.

Kind regards,
Neil Hopkins
Chair

PARISH PRECEPT

For the 2025/26 financial year, the parish precept has been set at £181.36 per year

for a Band D property, which amounts to roughly £3.49 a week. This ensures that

the council can continue to maintain and grow essential services, support ongoing

projects and plan for the future development of the parish.

Band Precept/week Band Precept/week
Band A £2.32 Band E £4.26
Band B £2.71 Band F £5.04
Band C £3.10 Band G £5.81
Band D £3.49 Band H £6.97




What do you get for your COUNCIL PRECEPT?

Did you know South Swindon Parish is the sixth largest Parish Council in the country? The budget
for 2025-26 has been set and will see residents of an average band D property pay £3.49 per

week for all of the services we provide.

s The Parks: £0.47
The parish council is proud to run three major
parks within Swindon. Town Gardens, Queen'’s
Park and GWR Park, supported by a dedicated

gardening team.
The Parish Council has invested significant

sums into all three sites and there are exciting
plans for the future.

Libraries: £0.14
credt L]
We have operated an incredibly successful ==

community library in Old Town since 2017.
Since then our borrowing has increased by
350%. Building on that success we have since
opened the first new community library in
Swindon for 20 years in Badbury Park. Both
libraries host various events and activities for
residents throughout the week.

We also fund 20 hours worth of staffing at
Parks Library.

Other (Buildings, Allotments, etc): £0.19

We are responsible for 14 allotment
sites, 2 community centres a depot and
a main office.

Our community centres are available
for hire year round for community
gatherings, meetings, classes and more.

Grounds and Services: £1.84

' Including dog waste, street bins, pavement sweeping
and litter picking, maintenance and play areas. We have

two street sweepers that operate seven days a week

cleaning the pavements of litter and leaves. We also

collect any fly-tipping found on our routes.

We are also responsible for 22 play areas in the parish.

We employ over 30 staff to deliver this service year

round.
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YOUR PRECEPT
(BAND D)

£3.49

Per week

Admin: £0.52

The administration team includes all office staff and
executive officers, who work hard to ensure all council
services run smoothly and efficiently.

The cost of running this service includes salaries,
insurance, staff training, the website and election
expenses.

Events: £0.20

The parish council organises a full calendar of
summer events, bandstand concerts and the
Enchanted Gardens Light Trail in December at
the Town Gardens. We also run and host many
community events at Queen’s Park and GWR
Park.

We also support other events in South
Swindon such as the My Dad's Bigger Than
Your Dad Festival and the many events on
Wood Street, which we insure and sponsor.

Grants and In Bloom: £0.02

The grants service is available to support
community groups and charities inside our parish.
We also offer hands on support for lots of
voluntary groups, offering equipment and services
where they are needed.

South Swindon in Bloom is a volunteer led
programme which aims to brighten up and take
pride in the town through horticulture.

The bee symbol (right) can be found on
fingerposts throughout the parish and signify
areas designated for re-wilding.

Youth and Community Development: £0.05

The parish council supports various youth and
community development schemes in the @
parish. This includes the Buckhurst Family Fun * 1} )

Day and supporting groups such as Prime ,

. (4
Theatre who run free summer workshops in
our parks. I

For more information about our responsibilities, services and projects, please visit our website: www.southswindon-pc.gov.uk



PARKS & OPEN
SPACES UPDATE

The council have managed 3 heritage parks
since 2019, Town Gardens, Queen’s Park and
GWR Park.

We have made a number of much needed
improvements to the parks over the past
6 years, including the refurbishment of the
Grade Il listed Quarry Road gates at Town
Gardens, the creation of a new Blossom
Circle at GWR Park, which sits on the
footprint of the old bandstand, and the
restoration of the Mesothelioma Garden in
Queen's Park.

Since last year, GWR Park has benefitted
from two part-time gardeners, ensuring the
park gets the attention and care it deserves.
The Blossom Circle and the blossom trees
lining the entrance to the park have looked
stunning this Spring, and they will get
better each year as the trees mature.

Town Gardens has been looking fantastic
throughout Spring. We hope park visitors
have enjoyed the blossom and sunshine.
The council enjoy seeing park visitors

enjoy the beautiful blossom displays and
admiring the hard work of our gardeners.

In Queen’s Park our grounds and
maintenance teams have started tackling
the duckweed on the big lake, which

will take some time to clear. Our teams
cleared the small pond in front of the
hothouse last year and have implemented
successful measures to prevent excessive
duckweed growth from returning. Queen’s
Park celebrates its 75th anniversary in
November. The council are looking to
mark this occasion with new features and
improvements, so keep an eye out for news
and updates regarding Queen'’s Park.
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TOWN GARDENS

BOWL

JUNE JuLy

Ist - Comedy at the Bowl - 7:30pm Tith - Old Time Sailors - 7:30pm

8th - Music for Miniatures: Under the Sea 12th - Bin Rat - 2pm

Tlam 31st - Rock the Tots: Summer Party - Tlam &

2pm

AUGUST

Ist - The Most Perilous Comedie of Elizabeth | - 7pm

7th - Twelfth Night - 7pm
15th - Fearlessly Taylor - 7.30pm
22nd - Supersonic Queen - 7:30pm

30th - On Thin Ice - 7.30pm

Experience the magic of summer at South
Swindon's Town Gardens Bowl! Join us for an
unforgettable season of open-air concerts,
theatrical performances, and family-friendly
events set against the stunning backdrop of our
historic gardens.

Tickets available at:
www.towngardens-swindon.co.uk







SERVICES UPDATE

South Swindon Parish Council is
responsible for a range of grounds
maintenance and street cleaning
services, including grass cutting, shrub
maintenance, pavement sweeping and
litter picking. We also have two street
sweepers that operate seven days a
week cleaning the pavements of litter
and leaves and empty approximately
90,000 bags of litter a year from the 380
street bins, litter picking and fly tipping
collected.

The council is also responsible for
maintaining 22 play areas across South
Swindon. We have a play maintenance
team who inspect, maintain and repair
our sites. Having a dedicated play team
capable of repairing equipment has saved
the Parish Council tens of thousands of
pounds in contractor fees and makes us
responsive to urgent repairs.

This year, our fleet of vehicles are due

for renewal. Our Grounds Maintenance
and Street Cleaning teams currently
operate 10 vehicles and we're making

a substantial shift toward net-zero by
replacing many of our vehicles with a new
electric fleet. This eco-friendly transition
represents the council's commitment to
reducing emissions while maintaining
excellent service standards.

Throughout the summer months, our
grounds team will be undertaking a
regular programme of grass cutting

and mowing. This will take place across
all of our parks, verges, play areas and
open spaces that we manage. The Parish
Council aims to cut all amenity grass
across the Parish on a 3-weekly basis,
depending on weather conditions.

The Parish Council also manage 9
rewilding sites across South Swindon
Parish which are cut once a year by our
grounds maintenance team. For more
information on rewilding visit:
www.southswindon-pc.gov.uk/rewilding

To report any issues, please call 01793 317410, email admin@
southswindon-pc.gov.uk, or use our online form at
www.southswindon-pc.gov.uk/contact-us



PROJECTS UPDATE

As a parish council, we are constantly looking for
ways to improve South Swindon. Each year we deliver
numerous projects that improve our facilities and the
health & wellbeing of South Swindon residents.

Broadgreen Community Centre, the South Swindon

Parish Office and Buckhurst Sports Pavilion in Walcot

will soon be equipped with state-of-the-art solar

panels, making them more energy-efficient and

reducing the long-term operating costs for our community buildings. This investment
is in part thanks to a £20,000 grant from the Science Museum Group Solar Park

and has been supported by the Harbour Project who operate from Broadgreen
Community Centre.

The parish council is currently preparing a bid for the National Lottery Heritage Fund
to help transform the Town Gardens Bowl and enhance the public amenities in the
wider park. The multi-phase redevelopment project aims to restore the Bowl and
enhance its facilities to meet modern standards. Plans include:

Restoring the structure to a modern standard that can be used by future

generations.

Improving accessibility with upgraded entrances and pathways.

Constructing new backstage facilities for performers including new dressing

rooms, toilets, a kitchen and other amenities.

Elevate the overall visitor experience at the Bowl and allow it to host a wider range

of events.
We have already raised more than £200K towards the Bowl restoration project and
once complete this redevelopment will ensure the Bowl can become a premium
events space for community events, performances, and gatherings. For more details
about this exciting project, please visit our website:
www.southswindon-pc.gov.uk/town-gardens-bowl|

Other projects completed so far this year include the carving of Great Western Railway
pioneer Sir Daniel Gooch in GWR Park, completed by wood carver Graham Derham.
This project ties in with the recent improvements to the park such as the new formal
beds and the Blossom Circle. The Town Gardens pond has received a makeover by our
gardeners and maintenance team, with the coping slabs repointed and the fountain
restored. A net will soon be installed over the pond to protect the fish and prevent
detritus from falling into the water so that water quality can be maintained.



10

BUCKHURST FIELD
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME

This year has seen a massive push

at Buckhurst Field with the ongoing
improvement programme making a
number of noticeable changes to the
area.

Since the beginning of 2024, the Parish
Council have undertaken an ambitious
improvement programme for Buckhurst
Field that has enhanced the sport and
recreation facilities across the site. Over
a period of 18 months, the field will have
seen over £600,000 of investment from
the Parish Council and its partners.

At the time of writing the sports pavilion
is nearing the end of construction, with
Robins FC ready to move in. The new
pavilion will boast modern changing
rooms, showers, a kitchen, and a mini-
depot for the grounds team. Solar

panels will be installed on the roof of the
building, massively improving the energy
efficiency of the site and reducing the
operating costs.

The Buckhurst Skatepark project has
also seen a lot of progress in recent
weeks with the concrete being poured
in and the first new ramps starting to
take shape. The new design has been

informed by

skaters who use

the park after a

consultation in

January. New

murals will be

painted onto the

new skatepark

and we hope that

The skatepark will

formally reopen on Saturday 24th May at
the Buckhurst Youth Festival event, with
local skate warehouse, ATBShop, hosting
a series of skating workshops from 11lam.
The Buckhurst Improvement Programme
has been funded by South Swindon

Parish Council, Swindon Borough
Council, Nationwide and the Oakfield
Development.

For more information about our

work at Buckhurst Field, please visit
southswindon-pc.gov.uk/buckhurst-field.



SOUTH SWINDON YOUTH SERVICE

In January, a new youth club opened in Eastcott Community Centre, following on
the success of the Parks and Walcot Youth Club. The council are looking to keep the
momentum and are assessing other areas where a youth club may be viable. As part
of the Parish Council’s Youth Strategy agreed in October 2024, the council has set
the following objectives:

Consult young people about their priorities for youth services provision in South

Swindon.

Offer more outdoor activities for young people. This will include street art,

gardening and sport activities.

Establish more work experience and trainee opportunities within the Parish

Council.

More youth events to engage with local young people.
www.southswindon-pc.gov.uk/youth-service
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SOUTH SWINDON IN BLOOM UPDATE

South Swindon in Bloom is a town-wide horticultural movement which aims to
improve and regenerate our local environment.

The South West competition is part of RHS Britain in Bloom, which inspires
community groups in towns, cities and villages to make positive changes to their

local environment through horticultural, environmental and community action.

South Swindon Parish Council first entered the pennant competition in 2019 and was
awarded a Silver Medal and a trophy for Best Victorian Park. There was no competition
in 2020 due to COVID-19 restrictions and in 2021, we again achieved a Silver Medal
followed by a Silver Gilt Medal in 2022. In 2023, we entered into the main competition
for the first time and we achieved a Gold medal and won the Tesco Cup (category

for large towns). In 2024, we were automatically entered into the ‘Champions of
Champions’ category, and once again achieved a Gold medal.

There are over 20 commmunity groups which make up South Swindon in Bloom,
including the Old Town Community Gardeners, Friends of Shaftesbury Lake, Growing
South Swindon Community, The Gap Community Garden and the Angel Ridge
Community Gardeners, to name a few. A steering group oversees the entry each year,
deciding the portfolio and the route the judges take,

For more information about the South Swindon in Bloom movement, visit their
website: www.southswindoninbloom.co.uk

For information about volunteering opportunities in South Swindon, visit:
www.southswindon-pc.gov.uk/volunteers
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Volunteers Req |

‘The vouth department at South Swindon Parish
Council is looking for enthusiastic individuals to join
our vibrant team of vouth club volunteers. If you're
passionate about supporting voung people and creating
fun, engaging environments where they can thrive, we
want to hear from you!

Park North - Tuesdays 5.30-7.30
Eastcolt - Thursdays 5.30 - 7.00
3rd location TBC. Opening soon

0000

As a volunteer, you'll help plan and deliver exciting activities and games that
inspire, educate, and entertain young people in our youth clubs
This is a chance to make a real difference while having fun yourself!

REQUIREMEN'TS
Willingness to undergo Enhanced DBS check and relevant training
Enthusiasm and a positive attitude
Ability to commit regularly (specific hours to be discussed)

For a detailed job description and how to get involved please
contact Loreli at youthworkz@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

07700533433
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MEMORIAL BENCHES & PLAQUES

South Swindon Parish Council offers the opportunity to install memorial
plaques and benches at our three heritage parks. With the addition of

new benches at GWR Park over the past year, there is now new space for
memorial plagues in the park.

These memorials provide a meaningful way to celebrate the lives of those
close to you while enhancing our community’s public spaces.

To learn more about the application process, plague and bench options, and
fees, please visit www.southswindon-pc.gov.uk/memorial-plaques-benches



ALLOTMENTS

South Swindon Parish Council manage 14 allotment sites inside our
Parish. The allotments were passed across to the Parish Council in
October 2017. Since then, we sought to improve our allotments with
improved access tracks and security fencing.

The Allotments Officer is Mandy Brown. Contact details are as
follows:

Tel: 01793 317245

Email: allotments@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

For more information about allotments in South Swindon,
visit our website:
www.southswindon-pc.gov.uk/services/allotments
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YOUR COUNCILLORS

Neil Hopkins

Chair of the Council

Old Town & East Wichel
nhopkins@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

Saleh Ahmed
Walcot & Park North
sahmed@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

Steve Allsopp
Walcot & Park North
sallsopp@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

Domingos Dias
Central
ddias@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

David Griffiths
Old Town & East Wichel
dgriffiths@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

Patrick Herring
Eastcott
pherring@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

VACANT
Central
Contact details TBC

Samuel James
Eastcott
sjames@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

Jamal Miah
Walcot & Park North
jmiah@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

Graham Philpot
Lawns & Badbury Park
gphilpot@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

Tomas Silberberg
Eastcott
tsilberberg@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

Nadine Watts
Old Town & East Wichel
nwatts@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

3800888 088S

Rebecca Banwell-Moore

Vice-Chair of the Council

Lawns & Badbury Park
rbanwell-moore@southswindon-pc.gov.
uk

Junab Ali
Central
jali@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

Mike Davies
Park South
mdavies@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

John Firmin
Eastcott
jfirmin@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

Md Abdul Hamid
Central
mhamid@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

Janine Howarth
Central
jhowarth@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

Marianne Le-Coyte Grinney

Lawns & Badbury Park
mlecoyte-grinney@southswindon-pc.
gov.uk

Linda Kasmaty
Old Town & East Wichel
Ikasmaty@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

Joseph Pereira
Central
jpereira@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

Trish Philpot
Walcot & Park North
tphilpot@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

Danial Vales
Park South
dvales@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

For more details and contact information, visit



WHO DOES WHAT

South Swindon Parish Council Responsibilities

Grass cutting

Shrub/Hedge Maintenance

Tree Maintenance

(from ground using hand tools only)

_,nl Emptying Bins

(Dog & Litter)

Litter Picking

Street Cleaning/Sweeping

(pavements only)

Dead Animal Collection
(public land only - report to SBC)

Hypodermic Needle Collection
(public land only)

Graffiti Removal

(small tags only)

Fly Tip Removal

(car boot size loads only)

Allotments

Play Area Maintenance

South Swindon Parish Council Office
Phone: 01793 312006
Email: office@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

Swindon Borough Council Responsibilities

Adoption

Adult Safeguarding
Benefits

Births, Deaths & Marriages
Blue Badge Parking
Borough Councillors
Burials

Child Safeguarding
Council Tax

Cremation

Drainage, Flooding & Gully Clearance

Elections & Voting
Environmental Health
Highways

Housing

Libraries

Neighbourhood Wardens
Noise Nuisance

Parking Enforcement
Planning Applications
Recycling & Refuse Collection

School/Education

www.swindon.gov.uk

19



GET IN TOUCH

CONTACT

Please find our contact details below

ADDRESS

South Swindon Parish Offices,
Cladstone Street,
SN12AU

PHONE
01793 312006
EMAIL

office@southswindon-pc.gov.uk

WEB

www.southswindon-pc.gov.uk

Follow us on social media to stay up to date with South Swindon Parish
Council news and updates
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